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Annual DOT Inspection (Periodic Inspection) 
 
The annual DOT Inspection is required of all CMV’s that have a GVWR of 10,001 lbs or more, as defined in the 
definition of a CMV in CFR 390.5. 
 
CFR 396.17 requires that all CMV’s that meet the above definition be inspected annually, according to 
Appendix G of the FMCSA regulations.  
 
Click on the following link to access Appendix G 
 

http://www.idealease.com/safetycompliance/Appendix_G.pdf 
 

 
A motor carrier shall not use a commercial motor vehicle unless each component identified in Appendix G has 
passed an inspection at least once during the preceding 12 months and 
documentation of such inspection is on the vehicle. The documentation may be: 
 

- The inspection report prepared in accordance with CFR 396.21 or other 
forms of documentation, based on the inspection report (e.g., sticker or 
decal), which contains the following information: 

 
o The date of inspection, name, and address of the motor carrier or 

other entity where the inspection report is maintained, information 
uniquely identifying the vehicle inspected if not clearly marked on the 
motor vehicle and a certification that the vehicle has passed an 
inspection in accordance with CFR 396.17. 

 
Motor Carrier record keeping requirements for periodic inspections are found in CFR 396.21.  The qualified 
inspector performing the inspection shall prepare a report which: 
 

1. Identifies the individual performing the inspection 
 
2. Identifies the motor carrier operating the vehicle, date of the inspection, vehicle inspected, vehicle 

components inspected, and describes the results of the inspection.  Including the identification of those 
components not meeting the minimum standards set forth in Appendix G.  To this subchapter and 
certifies the accuracy and completeness of the inspection as complying with all the requirements of 
CFR 396.17. 

 
The original or copy of the inspection report shall be retained by the motor carrier or other entity that is 
responsible for the inspection for a period of fourteen months from the date of the inspection report.  The 
original or a copy of the inspection report shall be retained where the vehicle is either housed or maintained. 
The original or a copy of the inspection report shall be available for inspection upon demand of an authorized 
Federal, State, or local official. 
 
Who is a qualified Inspector? 
 
The FMCSA defines an inspector in CFR 396.17 as a person who understands the inspection criteria set forth 
in 49 CFR Part 393 and Appendix G of this subchapter and can identify defective components. That person is 
knowledgeable of and has mastered the methods, procedures, tools, and equipment used when performing an 
inspection.  Also, capable of performing an inspection by reason of experience and training. 
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Upcoming Idealease Safety Seminars open to all Idealease customers, potential 
customers and NPTC members in the next two weeks! 
 
THE ENTIRE 2009 IDEALEASE/NPTC SAFETY SEMINAR SCHEDULE IS 
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.IDEALEASE.COM UNDER 
IDEALSAFE. 
 
April 7  Cleveland, OH               April 8 Miami Valley Idealease 
Power City Idealease                     Contact: Mike Houston 
Contact: Eric Zwiesler                   513-733-8510 
216-267-2272 
 
April 8 Grand Rapids, MI           April 9 Flint, MI 
Idealease of Western MI                Idealease of Flint 
Contact: Lauri Sieracki                  Contact: Tressa Komara 
616-241-4656                                810-234-1441 
 
April 9 Fort Wayne, IN 
Selking Idealease 
Contact: Mark Okoniewski 
262-482-3000 

Please click on the following link for an example of a certification for an annual inspector, which contains the 
certification requirements.   
 

http://www.idealease.com/safetycompliance/Annual_Inspector_Certification_Form.pdf 
 

 
Exemptions to the Periodic Inspection Program 
 
Vehicles passing roadside or periodic inspections performed under the auspices of any State government, 
equivalent jurisdiction, FMCSA, meeting the minimum standards contained in Appendix G of this subchapter, 
will be considered to have met the requirements of an annual inspection for a period of 12 months.  
Commencing from the last day of the month in which the inspection was performed.  The following states and 
provinces have mandatory inspection programs that meet this exemption: 
 
United States: 
Alabama (liquefied Petroleum Gas Board). California, District of Columbia, Connecticut, Hawaii, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
 
Canadian Provinces: 
Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward 
Island, Quebec, Saskatchewan, and the Yukon Territory. 
 
Vehicles passing a level 1 or level 5 CVSA roadside inspections without violation also can use the inspection in 
lieu of a periodic inspection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Idealease Safety Bulletin is provided for Idealease affiliates and their customers and is not to be construed as a complete or exhaustive source of compliance or safety 

information.  The Idealease Safety Bulletin is advisory in nature and does not warrant, guarantee, or otherwise certify compliance with laws, regulations, requirements, or 
guidelines of any local, state, or Federal agency and/or governing body, or industry standards. 


